
 
 

 

            
 

 

HOLY PASCHA! THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST! 
 

Christ Is Risen!       Indeed He is Risen! 

Christos Voskres!   Voistnue Voskres! 
 

 
 

 
We welcome all our visitors today! We want to let you know that we are so glad you 
came to pray with us.  Please come again; join us after the Divine Liturgy in the parish 
hall for fellowship. If you do not have a home church, we invite you to become a part of 
our parish family. Only those Orthodox Christians who have prepared themselves 
through strict Fasting on the morning of the Liturgy, recent Confession and at 
peace with each other may approach the Chalice and receive Holy Communion. 
 
 

HOLY WEEK SERVICES 
 
 

Saturday, April 11 11:30 PM: Nocturns 
Sunday, April 12 Midnight:  Matins, Holy Pascha Divine Liturgy followed by the 
 Blessing of Baskets & enjoying our basket foods 
Sunday, April 12 11:00 AM: Agape Vespers, Blessing of Baskets, Meal 
Saturday, April 18 5:00 PM: Great Vespers, Confessions 
Sunday, April 19 9:30 AM: Divine Liturgy (St. Thomas Sunday) Church School, Fellowship  
Saturday, April 25 4:00 PM: Great Vespers, Confessions  
Sunday, April 26 9:30 AM: Divine Liturgy, Church School, Fellowship  
 
 

Prayer List*:  

Robert Boguski, Elizabeth Brennan, Bob Brunda, Jeanne Cannon, Todd 
Cleary, William Evetushick, Julia Forte, Nancy King, Olga Kushnir, Anna 
Marie Mantey, Dorothy Macenka, Paul Macenka, Olga Martsyniv, Dave 
Mazaika, Tom McCarthy, Ron Pierce, Millie O’Shura, Melissa Schmitt, 
Altheia Rosahac Shellock, Olga Sidoriak, Jolie Skelton, Amanda Skripnek, 
SD James Weremedic, Jr. 
 

* Names will cycle off approximately every 30 days. You may request to have your name or the 
name of a loved one placed back on the list at any time by contacting Fr. James directly. 
 

 

St. Mary’s Orthodox Church 
217 First Street, Coaldale Pa 18218 

Phone:   570-645-2772 
OUR WEBSITE: www.stmarysnativity.org 
Rector:   V. Rev. James Weremedic 
Retired Attached:  V. Rev. Paul Ropitsky  
President:  Dr. Ronald Berezniak 
 

Sunday, April 12, 2026 
 

Reader Hours: Claire Remington 

Reader Epistle: John Evetushick 

 



 
 
If anyone is in need of a priest, please call Father James Weremedic at 570-764-4323. 

 
Visitation of the Sick and Infirm: If you are going into the hospital for any 
reason, please inform Fr. James at the Rectory. Emergency Calls: Please 
call (570-764-4323) anytime (day or night) in an emergency. 

 
Candles April 12 

7/Day Vigils-Altar: In Health of Jack & Sue O’Shura offered by Sal Herbert 
Altar Candles: In Health of Sal & Dan Herbert offered by Sal Herbert 
Eternal Lamp: In Health of Mildred O’Shura offered by Sal Herbert 
7/Day Tetrapod:In Health of Tom, Kim, Brendan & Brianna Herbert offered by Sal Herbert 
Decorated Candles: In Health of Tom, Sal & Dan Herbert offered by Sal Herbert  
Vigil Crosses: In Health of Mildred O’Shura offered by Sal Herbert 

 

April Birthdays: Paul Macenka, 10- Jacqueline Babinetz, 16- Mary Evetushick, 17- Anastasia Babinetz, 
Julie McHugh, 22- Thomas Terry, 24- Dennis Vavra, 25- Paul Macenka, Jr. 

 
 

If you have any Redner receipts, please call or get them to Helen King. 
Please use your Boyer’s card when shopping at Boyers; if you need one call Helen King. 

 
 

Financials 4/5/2026: Envelopes $ 1,071, Non-Envelope $ 50, Altar Holy Days $ 184, Candles $ 89  

    

 

 
 

 
 

  

Date Hours Epistle Fellowship Hour 

April 12 Claire Remington John Evetushick Pascha 

April 19 Edward Pierson Michael Ropitsky Mike Tatusko 

April 26 Mat. Lisa Edward Pierson Sal Herbert 

We are not required to bring a tenth of our 

income to the Church; we can bring twenty, 

thirty, or even one-hundred percent, as did the 

poor widow (Mark 12:42-43). But we can start 

with a small step. We can at least bring as much 

as the Old Testament Hebrews, at least the ten 

percent that rightly belongs to God and not us. 

But if we don’t have as much zeal for the temple 

of God as the Old Testament people had, then 

the Lord will accept and bless even seven or five 

percent or any other amount offered with a pure 

heart. We must begin somewhere! 
On Tithing | A Russian Orthodox Church Website 

(pravmir.com) 

 

How much is my tithe?!  

Weekly 
Income 10% 5% 4% 2% 

$200 $20 $10 $8 $4 

$500 $50 $25 $20 $10 

$750 $75 $38 $30 $15 

$1,000 $100 $50 $40 $20 

$1,500 $150 $75 $60 $30 

$2,000 $200 $100 $80 $40 
 

https://www.pravmir.com/on-tithing/#:~:text=We%20are%20not%20required%20to%20bring%20a%20tenth,that%20rightly%20belongs%20to%20God%20and%20not%20us.
https://www.pravmir.com/on-tithing/#:~:text=We%20are%20not%20required%20to%20bring%20a%20tenth,that%20rightly%20belongs%20to%20God%20and%20not%20us.


April 12, 2026    HOLY PASCHA — THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST. 

 Archpastoral Message of His Beatitude Metropolitan Tikhon 
Pascha 2026 

 

To the clergy, monastics, and faithful of the Orthodox Church in America, beloved in the Lord: 
Christ is risen! Indeed he is risen! 
 

A week ago, we heard the holy Martha express her faith in the resurrection of the dead when she 
said: “I know that my brother will rise again in the resurrection at the last day” (Jn. 11:24). But our 
Lord replied to her, “I am the Resurrection and the Life,” and that very day he called Lazarus forth 
from the tomb (Jn. 11:25, 43–44). 
He did this by the power of his third-day Resurrection, a power that cannot be contained by time or 
place. The Pascha of the Lord is not an event like other events, one more link in a chain of causality 
or knot in a string of happenstance. Through Christ’s Passion and Resurrection, divine eternity 
breaks into time; mortality encounters life everlasting. Christ’s Pascha is not just the resurrection of 
the dead at the end; it is the end of time itself. In the light of Pascha, all other events are bathed in the 
endless radiance of the unceasing and immeasurable age to come. 
The uncontainable, all-encompassing power of the Lord’s Resurrection is reflected in the way that 
we celebrate the Paschal event. There is one day a year we call Pascha. And yet, all of Bright Week is 
also considered one day, a single celebration of Pascha. Then again, the feast actually continues until 
its Leavetaking on the eve of the Ascension. And even after that, we renew our Paschal celebration 
each Sunday, adorning our weekly observance of the Lord’s Day with a grand cycle of hymns in 
honor of the Resurrection. 
Liturgically, then, we see that Pascha cannot be contained; its power cannot be circumscribed by a 
single day or even a whole season. This is also true in each of our lives. Christ is risen, and therefore 
each and every moment offers us the possibility of a new beginning. By the power of Christ’s 
Pascha, our entire life becomes a continuous opportunity to renew ourselves, to start again. 
This means that the joy of this Paschal morning, the rejoicing we experience when we discover the 
empty tomb in the deep dawn, need never cease. Yes, Martha was right: the Lord will raise us up on 
the last day. But he is also ready to raise us up today, tomorrow, and every day of our lives. He 
suffered the consequences of our sin on the Cross so that he might free us from our bondage to its 
power. The joy of liberation need not come only at the end, or only once a year: Christ’s Pascha is 
with us always, in our hearts and in our lives. 
It is my prayer that this experience of Pascha remain with each of you throughout this week, 
throughout these forty joyous days of celebration, and throughout all the days of your life. I pray 
that, finding joy in his victory, you may experience that victory again and again each time you turn 
back to him and start anew. If we remain faithful to him—not by our instant moral perfection, but by 
our steadfast repentance and willingness always to begin again—he who is called Faithful and True 
will surely remain faithful to us, and we will know the happiness and power of his Pascha both now 
and throughout the age to come (Rev. 19:11; cf. 2 Tim 2:12–3). 
To him who passed through the darkness of hell in order to lift us up to the unfading light of his 
heavenly kingdom, henceforth and always, Christ our true God, the Paschal Lamb who lives forever, 
be all glory and adoration, together with his Father and his All-holy Spirit, now and ever and unto 
ages of ages. 
Christ is risen! Indeed he is risen! 
Yours in the Risen Christ, 
+ TIKHON 
Archbishop of Washington 
Metropolitan of All America and Canada 
 



 
 

Acts 1:1-8 (Epistle) 
 

The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, 
until the day in which He was taken up, after He through the Holy Spirit had given 
commandments to the apostles whom He had chosen, to whom He also presented Himself 
alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen by them during forty days and 
speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God. And being assembled together 
with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of 
the Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard from Me; for John truly baptized with water, 
but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”  

Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, “Lord, will You at this 
time restore the kingdom to Israel?” And He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or 
seasons which the Father has put in His own authority. But you shall receive power when 
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

Tone 5  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

V. I will sing of Your mercies, O Lord, forever; with my mouth I will proclaim Your truth from generation 
to generation.  
V. For You have said: Mercy will be established forever; Your truth will be prepared in the heavens.  

Tone 6 

V. Blessed is the man who fears the Lord, who greatly delights in His commandments. 
 

John 1:1-17 (Gospel) 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and 
without Him nothing was made that was made. In Him was life, and the life was the 
light of men. And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
comprehend it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. This man 
came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all through him might believe. He 
was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. That was the true Light 
which gives light to every man coming into the world. He was in the world, and the 
world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. He came to His 
own, and His own did not receive Him. But as many as received Him, to them He 
gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: who were 
born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. And 
the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of 
the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. John bore witness of Him and 
cried out, saying, “This was He of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me is preferred 
before me, for He was before me.’” And of His fullness we have all received, and 
grace for grace. For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. 
 


